
Focus Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.1 
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3 
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

 

 

Literary Elements and Analysis Unit Part Two: 
Characterization and Point of View 
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Review Terms: 
 From previous slide:  exposition, initial incident, rising action, climax, 

falling action, resolution (also called denouement) 

 Plot:  the series of events that make up a story 

 Conflict:  a struggle between two opposing forces 

 Foreshadowing:  to show beforehand; foretell with hints or clues 

 Flashback:  conversation, scene, or event that happened before the 
current part of the story 

 Protagonist:  the main character in a work of literature 

 Antagonist:  any character or force that opposes the main character 

 Setting:  The time and place of a story, play, or poem 

 Mood:  the feeling or atmosphere a writer creates 

 Tone:  the attitude a writer takes toward a subject 

 Characterization:  the techniques used by writers to develop 
character traits 

 

 



New Terms 
 Characterization:  techniques used by writers to develop specific 

character traits within a particular character  
 Direct Characterization:  when the author tells you directly what a 

character is like  
  Indirect Characterization:  when the author tells you what a character 

is like through their words and/or actions 
 Dialogue:  written conversation between characters 
 Point of View:  The perspective from which a story is narrated.   
      Types of P.O.V: 
  First-person Point of View:  a point of view that is narrated by 

someone who is also a character in the story and speaks directly to the 
reader using pronouns such as I, me, and we 

  Third-person Point of View:  when the narrator is someone outside of 
the story and uses pronouns such as he, she, they, them, their, etc 

  Omniscient Point of View:  an all-knowing narrator that can read the 
minds and thoughts of any and all characters (only in 3rd person, unless 
the narrator is psychic!) 
 
 
 



Additional Terms (definitions follow) 
Understanding 
Characterization Types of Characters 

 Narration 

 Narrator 

 Dialogue 

 Quotation Marks 

 Direct Characterization 

 Indirect 
Characterization 

 

 Flat  

 Round 

 Dynamic 

 Static 

 Protagonist 

 Antagonist 
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Voices in the Story 

Narrator: tells the story to the reader. 

Narration: when the narrator speaks. 

 

 

Character: people in the story. 

Dialogue: when characters speak. 

5 



“Quotation Marks” 
 

Character’s voices go in quotes. 
 

It was hot.  “Turn on the fan,” she said. 

              N                       C                    N 

   He said,  “Point it toward us.” She didn’t. 

           N                         C                       N 

 

Quotes show when characters speak. 
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Direct Characterization 
 

 Narrator explicitly describes a character.  Tells us directly 
what the character is like. 

 

Ex: Kat was popular but snobby. 

Tim was a nice, honest boy. 

 

Explicit: Clearly stated. 
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Indirect Characterization 

Character traits revealed indirectly through a character’s 
actions, words, thoughts, appearance, and their effect on 

other characters. 

 

Ex: Jess left the pizza crust on her floor. 

    Tim helped old Ms. Jones with her bags. 

 

Indirect characterizations are implicit. 

 

Implicit: not clearly stated, implied. 
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Review 
 The narrator tells the story. 
 

 Dialogue: when characters speak. 
 

 Direct characterization: the narrator explicitly 
describes the character. 

 

 Indirect characterization: character’s traits are 
revealed through what they say and do. 
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Types of Characters 
 Characters experience varying amounts of change 

over the course of a story.  

 • Static characters that do not experience basic 
character changes during the course of the story.  

 • Dynamic characters that experience changes 
throughout the plot of a story. Although the change 
may be sudden, it is expected based on the story’s 
events.  

 A story’s characters fall within a range—from very static 
characters that experience no change to very dynamic 
characters that undergo one or more major changes.  
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More Types of Characters 
 There are two more terms used to describe types of 

characters, these are very similar to dynamic and 
static. 

 Round Characters are fully developed and described 
in a story.  They are complex and human, and 
readers can relate to their personalities and 
behaviors. 

 Flat Characters are usually supporting characters in 
a story.  They are not fully described or developed 
(in fact, they may not even be named).  They are just 
there to help keep the plot going. 
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Two more terms you should know: 
 Protagonist the main character(s) in the story.  The plot 

revolves around these characters.  There is usually one, but 
there may be more.  Do not confuse the protagonist with 
the “hero” or “good guy.”  A protagonist may actually be a 
very evil or unlikable character. 

 Antagonist anyone who opposes, or goes against, the 
main character.  There may be one primary person vs. 
person conflict, so just one main antagonist, or there may 
be many and different antagonists at different parts of the 
story.  Do not confuse the antagonist with the “villain” or 
the “bad guy.”  An antagonist could be a very good or 
likeable character. 

12 



Methods of Indirect Characterization 
S.T.E.A.L. 

We can learn about characters through the following: 

 

 S: say (what they say) 

 T: think (what they think) 

 E: effect (the effect they have on other characters) 

 A: actions (their actions) 

 L: looks (their appearance and non-verbal 
communication) 
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S.T.E.A.L. Map Example for 
The Cut-Ups by James Marshall 

 
Characters: 
Spud Jenkins, 

Joe Turner, 
Lamar J. 

Spurgle, Mary 
Frances Hooley 

THOUGHTS 
“At that moment, Lamar  J. 
Spurgle, who’d had enough 
of kids to last a lifetime…” 

(10). 
This shows that Spurgle is 

mean and grouchy. 

SPEECH 
“Do you have the snake?” 

“I thought you had it!” (pg 3) 
This shows us that Spud and 

Joe are devious and seek 
attention. 

LOOKS 
Mary Frances Hooley wore  
large sunglasses and “drove 

her own sports car” (7) . 
This shows that Mary 

Frances was cool and unique.  

EFFECT 
“They made their mothers 
old before their time” (2). 
This shows that they are 
inconsiderate and selfish. 

ACTIONS 
“They fell all over themselves 

trying to make a nice impression” 
(8). 

This shows that Spud and Joe are 
impressed by Mary Frances 

and want her attention. 
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S.T.E.A.L. Chart 
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Letter Passage This shows that he/she 
is_______ 
(character trait) 

S= speech 
 

T= thoughts 
 

E= effect on 
others 
 

A= actions 
 

L= looks 
 



H.O.T. (higher order thinking) Question: 

How does characterization affect the story? 

Analyzing Characterization 



Questions to Consider: 
 Who is the protagonist?   

 Who is the antagonist? 

 Which characters are round?  

 Which characters are flat? 

 Which characters are dynamic? 

 Which characters are static? 

 What does the narrator tell us about the characters 
directly? 

 What does the author reveal about the characters 
indirectly? 



H.O.T. Questions to Consider: 
Select passages from the text that provide examples of 
characterization.  Examine the passages that you selected and 
answer the following questions: 

 What type of characterization is being used? (direct/indirect) 

 What does this passage reveal about the character? 

 Why did you make that conclusion?   In other words, what 
details from the text led you to that conclusion?   

 How do these characteristics affect other characters in the 
story? 

 How do these characteristics affect other aspects of the 
story, including the plot and the theme? 

 



 

Author’s Point of View 

Narrative Perspective 



Dialogue and Narration 
 Dialogue = when characters speak. 

 

 Narration = when the narrator speaks. 
 

 “Quotation marks” separate narration from dialogue. 
 

Example 

“Help” my cousin Jack said.  

                            1                       2 



Identifying Narrative Perspective 
(Point of View) 

 

It's about the narrator (who tells the story) 

 

We're not looking at dialogue. 

We don't care what characters say. 

Only the narrator's voice matters. 



Pronoun Case 

 

 

First-Person I, me, my, mine, we, us, 

ours 

Second-Person you, your 

Third-Person he, she, her, they, them 

(also character's names) 

We are trying to figure out the narrator's 

view point on the story. 

Perspectives and Signal Words 



This may help you remember: 
“I am in the room” 

I = 1st Person 
 

“You come in the room.” 

You = 2nd Person 
 

“Then he or she came in the room.” 

He or She = 3rd Person 



First-Person 
Narrator is a part of the story (character). 

 

Often uses I or we. 

 

Example 

 

I went home.  Tim came over.  I couldn't play. 



Second-Person 

Usually for instructions 

 

Uses “You”; from “your” perspective. 

 

Examples 

 

First, gather your materials.  Add 1 cup sugar to flour.   



Third-Person 

 Narrator usually isn’t involved. 

 Tells other's stories. 

 Lots of “He,” “She,” & character names. 

 

Three Types of Third-Person Narration 
 

Does the narrator tell… 

Thoughts and Feelings of Characters? 



Third-Person Objective 
Narrator does not reveal any character’s thoughts or 

feelings.   
 

Only character’s dialogue and actions are narrated. 
 

Example 

 Tim slammed the door.  He walked upstairs & read a 
note from Shay.  He kicked his trash can & started 
crying. 

 



Third-Person Limited 
Narrator is limited to one character. 

Tells thoughts & feelings of one character 

 

Example 

 Tim was mad at Shay.  He blamed her.  Shay just left 
without saying anything.  She left a note and then left 
him.   

 



Third-Person Omniscient 

Narrator is all knowing. 

Narrator tells thoughts and feelings of more than one 
character.  

 

Omni = All  Scient = Knowing 
 

Example 

 Tim was mad at Shay.  He blamed her.  Shay knew Tim 
would be mad, but she wanted to live her life. 



H.O.T. (higher order thinking) Question: 

How does the point of view affect the story? 

Analyzing Point of View 



Questions to Consider: 

Who's telling the story? 
a first-person narrator (I)? 
a second-person narrator 
(you)? 
a third-person narrator 
(character’s name, he, she, 
etc.)? 

 



H.O.T. Questions to Consider 

Is the narrator omniscient (all-knowing) 
or limited? 

What does the narrator know, and how 
does she know it? 

What does she tell the reader? How 
does she tell it? Why does she tell it? 

What might she be holding back, 
denying, or repressing?  

Why? 
 



More H.O.T. Questions to Consider 
What is the narrator's tone (attitude)? 

her agenda? Is she reliable? 
How does the point of view of the 

narrator affect how we view the 
characters? their struggles? 

Why is the story told from a particular 
point of view? 

How does the point of view affect the 
meaning and theme of the story? 

How does it affect our interpretation of 
the story? 

 


