
Focus Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.1 
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3 
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

 

 

Literary Elements and Analysis Unit Part Two: 

Characterization and Point of View 
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Last Week’s Terms: 
 From previous slide:  exposition, initial incident, rising action, climax, falling 

action, resolution (also called denouement) 

 Plot:  the series of events that make up a story 

 Conflict:  a struggle between two opposing forces 

 Foreshadowing:  to show beforehand; foretell with hints or clues 

 Flashback:  conversation, scene, or event that happened before the current 
part of the story 

 Protagonist:  the main character in a work of literature 

 Antagonist:  any character or force that opposes the main character 

 Setting:  The time and place of a story, play, or poem 

 Mood:  the feeling or atmosphere a writer creates 

 Tone:  the attitude a writer takes toward a subject 

 Characterization:  the techniques used by writers to develop character traits 

 

 



This Week’s Terms 
 Characterization:  techniques used by writers to develop specific character 

traits within a particular character  

 Direct Characterization:  when the author tells you directly what a 
character is like  

  Indirect Characterization:  when the author tells you what a character is 
like through their words and/or actions 

 Dialogue:  written conversation between characters 

 Point of View:  The perspective from which a story is narrated.   

      Types of P.O.V: 

  First-person Point of View:  a point of view that is narrated by someone 
who is also a character in the story and speaks directly to the reader using 
pronouns such as I, me, and we 

  Third-person Point of View:  when the narrator is someone outside of the 
story and uses pronouns such as he, she, they, them, their, etc 

  Omniscient Point of View:  an all-knowing narrator that can read the minds 
and thoughts of any and all characters (only in 3rd person, unless the narrator is 
psychic!) 

 

 

 


